Multi-state, multi-vendor contract breaks new ground for lotteries

There is something new and very nearly unprecedented going on in lottery purchasing.

For the first time, NASPL is teaming with the Western States Contracting Allliance (WSCA) to bring multi-state collective buying power to lottery procurements.

WSCA Contract 00209 (with Washington as the lead state) brings lotteries into direct partnership with their state or province purchasing officials. The contract provides authority in the form of a competitively awarded contract, and offers solid value in prices that reflect the competitive process.
“This is a first step toward our industry leveraging our potential buying power,” said Julie Martin, deputy director for Washington’s Lottery. “We are a $60 billion dollar industry that should work together to drive down costs, improve vendor terms, and increase our contribution to good causes.  
“I appreciate all the work our (Washington) General Administration and WSCA did to support this ground-breaking partnership among lottery purchasing divisions.”
The contract has four product categories: dispensers, playcenters, apparel and premiums.  View the contract here: http://www.aboutwsca.org/contract.cfm/contract/w26-2008.
Historically, no single supplier of lottery goods has been able to consistently provide products across these commodity groups. This contract, awarded to four vendors, will help your lottery organization meet a variety of needs over time as lottery promotional campaigns come and go.
Lotteries in North America typically have independent purchasing authority and so might not be served directly by their state procurement agencies.
With this contract, a collaboration began in the first days of developing the solicitation. Purchasing professionals in Washington state called on lottery officials to be the subject matter experts in the early market research, which included a broad-based survey of states and provinces, distributed by NASPL.
Unlike scattered and individual state contracts for single merchandise categories, this multi-product, multi-vendor contract offers a lottery organization a one-stop shopping experience.

With this contract, lotteries can completely bypass individual solicitations and work directly with contract vendors to acquire products, either from the price sheets for products listed in the contract or from the entire catalogs of contract vendors.
The contract offers the potential for pooling among states or provinces seeking the same contract products at the same time.

To use the contract, lotteries will need to sign a WSCA Participating Addendum with the State of Washington, a process that begins with contacting the lead purchasing official in your home state or province. 
Note: Lotteries in states or provinces not included among the 15 WSCA states are eligible to use this contract. Again, the process begins by contacting the purchasing official in your state or province, who can help with the Participating Addendum. 

A list of state purchasing officials can be found at the National Association of State Procurement Officials (NASPO) site:  http://www.naspo.org/directory.cfm.
For help in this process, lotteries can also contact the Office of State Procurement in Washington state: Bart Potter at bart.potter@ga.wa.gov or (360) 902-7448; or Diane Donahoo at diane.donahoo@ga.wa.gov or (360) 902-7443.

The Western States Contracting Alliance was formed in October 1993, by the state purchasing directors from 15 NASPO western states, with a simple purpose in mind: to establish a way for participating states to work together in cooperative multi-state contracting.
